
From Kafka's surreal spaces to Kundera's psycho-poli t ical plots, Prague has been a catalyst  for some of 
the world's most  important  l i terature. This ?authoritat ive? guide counts down 10  Prague-inspired 
masterpieces, leading you on a journey through the st reets, neighbourhoods, bui ldings and bars that  
have witnessed the birth of indelible pages... or been made immortal through them. 

the unbearable l ightness 
                         of Prague

by D avid C ane



N.10 Tom  St oppard - Rock n' Roll

Born in Czechoslovakia as Tomas Straussler 
in 1937, Stoppard has always been 
interested in the theme of political dissent 
in Eastern Europe during Communism.

His recent play, Rock n' Roll, is a typically 
multi-layered affair, covering events from 
the Prague Spring to the iconic Rolling 
Stones concert at huge St rahov St adium  in 
1990, an event seen by many as epitomizing 
the city's transition towards western values. 

N.9 Gust av Meyr ink  - The Golem

Meyrink's novel is a meandering 
masterpiece set in Prague's Jewish ghetto, 
where Golem is unlike the clay creature of 
the traditional legend, but rather a hybrid, 
almost abstract entity that comes to 
embody the collective soul of the ghetto 
itself.

The "real" Golem is said to be sleeping in 
the attic of the Old New Synagogue, and 
can also be found in souvenir form at kiosks 
throughout the city.

N.8 Ivan Klim a - Love and Garbage

Klima actually took a job as a garbage man 
to prepare for his most famous novel, which 
explores the suffering and challenges of a 
dissident artist in Communist Prague.

While the days of censorship and repression 
are but a memory, you can get an idea of 
the hardships endured by artists - and 
others - until not long ago by visiting the 
Museum  of  Com m unism  on Na Prikope 
Street.  
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Wallenst ein Palace,                                                                                                 
with its magnificent gardens, houses the Czech Senate.

                                                                     St raka Academ y is the seat of the government.

Wenceslas Square was the beating heart of the 1969 Prague Spring and 
the 1989 Velvet Revolution, which both saw Havel as a key player. 

N.7 Vaclav Havel - Summer Meditations

The world may remember him as the Czech 
Republic's first president, spiritual father and 
national hero, but Vaclav Havel was first and 
foremost a writer. His Meditations, written while in 
office, are an invaluable document to understand 
the transition from Communist Czechoslovakia to 
the modern Czech Republic. 
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N.6     Rainer  Mar ia Rilke - Two Prague Stories

Rilke was born in Prague and, after growing up in Bavaria, 
returned to the city many times. His Two Prague Stories are set in 
and around the historic Café Slavia. 

The café, located in one of the most elegant areas in the city, by 
the Legion Bridge and near the striking National Theatre, has long 
been a meeting spot for prominent writers and intellectual, and 
served as the informal headquarters for the Devetsil Czech art 
movement.
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  N.5                                                                                                            
Jan Neruda - Tales of the Lesser Quarter

Born at n.47 of the street that now bears his name (Nerudova), 
Jan Neruda brought to life the narrow sloping alleys of Mala 
St rana and its equally colourful inhabitants, leaving us a 
fascinating snapshot of Prague life in the late 1800s. 

Smitten with the Czech writer 's work, the renowned Chilean 
poet Pablo Neruda chose his nom de plume to honour him.
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   N.4     Milan Kundera                                         
The Unbearable Lightness of Being

Though a Moravian by birth, Milan Kundera moved to 
Prague to study at Char les Universit y, and spent much of 
his adult life in the Bohemian capital. 

Kundera's Prague is a complex and contradictory realm 
where the political and private spheres intertwine 
problematically. Even so,  every now and then the great 
author does find time to contemplate Prague with 
unencumbered eyes...

"As Tereza walked up Pet r in Hil l (...) she paused 
several times to look back: below her she saw the 
towers and bridges, the saints were shaking their fists 
and lift ing their stone eyes to the clouds. It was the 
most beautiful city in the world."

We agree.
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If you walked into U Zlat eho Tygra, an unassuming pub in 
the heart of the Old Town, at any time until the mid-90s, you 
would have seen a red-cheeked and somewhat disheveled 
litt le man sitting at a table, a cigarette hanging from his lips 
and a half-full pint of pilsner by his side. Nothing out of the 
ordinary, as every Prague bar had ? and has ? its ?usuals,? but 
you probably wouldn't have guessed that this most 
common-looking patron was Mr. Bohumil Hrabal, one of the 
greatest writers of the 20th century.

As variegated and moving as his prose was, the man himself 
was extremely sedentary. In fact, it was so hard to move 
Hrabal from his bar stool that when President Havel wanted 
to introduce Bill Clinton to the ?greatest living Czech writer?, 
he had to drag the leader of the free world into the crowded 
litt le bar on Husova Street, secret service and all... 

Hrabal, Havel and Clinton                                     
at U Zlateho Tygra

                     Bohum il Hrabal                                                  
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  N.2     Jaroslav Hasek  - The Good Soldier Svejk

Nearly every Prague establishment with a license to sell alcohol claims to 
have served Jaroslav Hasek... and most of them aren't lying. 

Much like his character Svejk, a beloved national icon, the beer-loving Hasek 
spent most of his time in pubs, but the one he's most closely associated with 
is the legendary U Kalicha in New Town, which features prominently in the 
novel. Other noted pubs were Hasek drank (and ranted, and wrote) include U 
Fleku , Kopm anka and the Vales. 

A fitt ingly bizarre equestrian statue of Hasek can be seen in Zizkov, the 
neighbourhood where Hasek lived while writing his masterpiece. 
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   N.1        Franz Kafka - The Castle

Franz Kafka is the writer most commonly associated with Prague, and 
perhaps also the one who best embodies the city's magic, multifarious 
nature. 

Kafka was born in the narrow alleys of the old Jewish Ghetto, which was 
demolished in the 1920s. In present-day Josefov, near his birthplace, 
stands an odd statue of the writer on the shoulders of a headless man, 
inspired by a scene in his short story Description of a Struggle.

Of the many places where he lived, the best-known is a tiny house at n.22 
of the Golden Lane, in the Castle complex. When visiting the area, it is 
easy to see how Prague's architecture seeped into Kafka's pages...

The Kafka Museum  in Mala Strana makes a fascinating attempt to lead 
its guests into the writer 's incredible, dream-like universe, while the Franz 
Kafka Societ y can arrange special "On the footsteps of F.K." tours, that 
take you from the writer 's birthplace to his grave, and everywhere in 
between.
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