
Prague's  
Mysteries  

Alchemy,Myth andMagic



The Golem  and t he Ghet t o

In a city where legends nearly outnumber people, the Golem holds a special 
place. Created by Rabbi Judah Loew to protect the Jews of Prague, this clay 
monster is said to be lying dormant in the attic of the Old New Synagogue, 
the oldest Jewish temple in Europe. Should you run into him, just change the 
word inscribed on his forehead from ?emet? (truth) to ?met? (death) by 
erasing the first letter. He will instantly crumble to a pile of ashes.

In truth, all of the old Jewish quarter (Josefov) has a particularly mystical 
charm to it, and the Old Jew ish Cem et ery, crammed with thousands of 
crooked headstones including the one of Rabbi Loew himself, is indeed one 
of the most unique sights in the planet. 
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The Golden Lane 

Also known as Alchemists' Row, this picturesque alley 
features a sequence of tiny and colourful houses that seem 
more suitable to elves than to humans. But contrary to 
popular belief, alchemists never lived or worked in these 
dwellings, which were instead built for the emperor 's archers. 

However, in the early 20th century a man named Uhle did 
take up shop here and conducted experiments trying to 
turn lead into gold. One of his attempts led to a massive 
explosion which killed him. When his carbonized remains 
were discovered, he was holding in his hands a yellow rock 
which was later proven to be solid gold... 

 H7 Palace    Hàlkova 1642/7, 120 00 Praha 2      tel. +420 257 213 941    email: info@h7palace.com      www.h7palace.com

http://www.h7palace.com


Prague Cast le 

Prague Castle is like a city within the city, and a thorough visit will usually 
require a full day. St . Vit us Cat hedral, with its eye-popping Gothic facade 
and spooky gargoyles, may be the most remarkable of the many churches 
within this amazing complex. 

Though the Golden Lane was never really the site of paranormal research, 
Rudolph's alchemists were indeed very real. The Emperor was a big 
believer in occult and supernatural forces, and had Europe's best 
alchemists and black magicians summoned to his court. For decades, they 
carried out bizarre experiments attempting to find the elixir of life, the 
Philosopher 's Stone and, most famously, to turn lead into gold. Their main 
laboratory was set up inside the Castle's Mihulka Tower. 
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Visehrad

This historic fortress overlooking the 
Vltava is said to be the site of 
Prague's original settlement, and 
many regard it as the spiritual centre 
of the city. The fortification walls are 
laid out in the shape of a star, and 
inside are many interesting sights, 
like the imposing St . Pet er  and Paul 
Basil ica, the quaint rotunda, the 
cemetery housing the remains of 
great Czechs, and a mysterious 
megalith known as the Devil's 
Column.
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The Foot pr int s of  Myst ery 

If you know where to look, you'll see that Prague bares many 
clues into its secret history. Look for masonic signs like the 
all-seeing eye in the castle area, esoteric symbols on the Old 
Town Bridge Tower, and alchemical metaphors in the interior 
and exterior of Old Town Hall. 

Even the famous Astronomical Clock seems to contain much 
hidden symbolism, and there are also many strange legends 
behind its construction. According to one, after Clockmaster 
Hanus completed the dazzling machine, the city councillors 
blinded him so he'd never be able to build such an 
extraordinary device for any other town. But from time to 
time, the ghost of Hanus gets his revenge by jumping into the 
clock's mechanism and causing it to stop working... 
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Tours and Museum s

Prague's Museum  of  Alchem y is a 
fascinating journey into a restored 
alchemist 's workshop (possibly the 
house of Rabbi Loew himself), where 
you can get a nice introduction to the 
city's occult tradition. 

ht t p:/ /www.alchem iae.cz/en

For an alternative experience, take one 
of several specialized Ghost  Tours: you 
will  be guided - usually at night - 
through Prague's legends and secret 
histories. There is even a Myst ery 
River  Cruise on the murky waters of 
the Vltava, and though it 's not as 
spooky as it sounds, it will make for a 
night of great entertainment.

From the Headless Templar to the 
Fiery Turkey, and from Libuse to the 
Murdered Nun, Prague is the setting 
for more legends and ghost tales than 
any other city. You can read about the 
most famous ones HERE. 
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Cont em porary Touches

Modern art has followed in the footsteps of Prague's ?weird? tradition, especially through the work of visionary Czech artist David 
Cerny, and a number of unusual sculptures can be spotted around the city.  

Giant babies with air vents for heads, a man hanging from the roof of a building (don't call the police, it 's a statue of Sigmund 
Freud!), a kneeling pregnant woman you can crawl into and be "born" from, a 40-ton revolving head of Franz Kafka, and many 
more masterpieces of the bizarre... In recent years, Prague has become an amazing open-air museum of contemporary art that is 
waiting to be discovered. So put on your best walking shoes and... enjoy the magic!  
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