
 

The word ?Bohemian? is synonymous of many things, and one of them is certainly beer. The region is home to so 
many masterpieces of brewing, it is no surprise that the Czech Republic has the highest beer consumption per capita 
in the world! And while no guide can fully do justice to the Golden City's legendary brewing tradition, here are our 
suggestions for getting a taste - or a gulp - of Prague has on tap. 

BOHEM IA N
BEER-TA STINGTOUR



WHAT'S BREWING IN PRAGUE
THE PIVO-TAL GUIDE TO THE TOWN'S BEST BEER SPOTS BY 

DAVID CANE

"Ahoj" = H el lo!  

"Pi vo!" = Beer !

"Dva p i va, pr osi m " = Two beers, please 

"Dek u ji " = Thank  you 

"Na sh l edan ou" = Good bye

U Fleku  beer hall has been open since 1499, and rose to 
international fame through the pages of Jarosalv Hasek's 
The Good Soldier Sveijk. Both the character and his author 
were known to enjoy the house of ill repute that operated 
above the tavern as much as the dark, caramel-flavoured 
lager flowing from the taps, and while the brothel is gone, 
the sprawling, maze-like pub remains exactly the way it was 
centuries ago, grumpy waiters and all.  An absolute must 
when visiting Prague, even if beer 's not really your thing.

ht t p:/ / en.uf leku.cz/

 

Right around the corner is another authentic gem of 
Bohemian brewing. U Medviku  is the smallest 
microbrewery in the Czech Republic, yet it produces the 
country's strongest beer. Besides their famed (or infamous) 
X-Beer 33, the unpretentious establishment brews a wide 
variety of Budvar (Budweiser) lagers and some unique 
beer-related products found nowhere else in the world. 
Anyone up for beer goulash or beer ice cream? 

ht t p:/ /www.um edvidku.cz

CZECH  PLEASE! 
SOM E USEFUL PH RASES
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While beer equals Pilsner almost everywhere 
in Prague, only one pub can boast being the 
one to introduce the celebrated lager to the 
city. U Pinkasu 's founder Pinkas discovered 
the new brew on a trip to Plzen in 1843, and 
soon started pouring the golden beverage to 
the delight of the citizenry. The historic pub 
features several distinct environments, 
including a cavernous cellar and a scenic beer 
garden overlooked by ancient Gothic ruins, 
which, with good weather, is one of Prague's 
most memorable spots to enjoy a pint.

ht t p:/ /www.upinkasu.com

Black  Angels Bar  in Old Town Square enjoys 
a reputation as one of the world's best bars, 
with extravagant cocktails and an equally 
impressive beer list. No use denying it: this IS 
a rather touristy spot, and the prices tend to 
gravitate towards Western European 
standards. But the ambiance alone, with a 
refined ?underground grotto meets 1930s film 
noir? mood, makes it worth a visit. And while 
you're there, head upstairs to the rooftop bar 
of U Prince Hotel, for a picture-perfect view of 
the square and the Prague skyline. 

ht t p:/ /www.blackangelsbar .cz/bar
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If you feel like you need some perspective on 
what you're guzzling down, head to the Czech 
Beer  Museum  on Husova Street (one of 
several in town, but perhaps the most 
charming and informative). Besides learning all 
about the history of Czech beer  and the 
special fermentation techniques developed in 
the region, you'll get to sample several types of 
unique local brews (from fruity light ales to 
dark chocolate-flavoured lagers) and even 
create your own beer with a personalized 
label: a one-of-a-kind Prague souvenir. 

ht t p:/ / beerm useum .cz/

       Is it hot out? Stop at the Ice Pub for the 
coolest 20-minute experience in Prague. The 
name says it all, really, as everything in here ? 
the bar, the tables, the chairs, even the glasses 
? is made of ice. Reservations are highly 
encouraged, but no need to dress for the 
occasion, as thermal-wear will be provided. 
Located inside the iconic 5-story Karlovy Lazne 
Disco, the Ice Pub is a bit gimmicky and 
certainly not a genuine Czech experience, but 
a memorable one nevertheless! 

ht t p:/ /www.icepubprague.cz/en/
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The costumes, the fire-spitting shows, the live 
medieval music and the skulls hanging from the 
ceiling in the candle-lit, cave-like cellar might have 
you thinking ?tourist trap?, but U Krale 
Brabant skeho has been open continuously since 
1375, serving the likes of Arcimboldo and Mozart, 
and when you step inside, it really feels like you're 
travelling back to the Dark Ages! The enthralling 
atmosphere is just a part of the experience, as the 
tavern serves up some excellent Czech fare 
straight from the grill, as well as a variety of local 
beers. 

ht t p:/ /www.krcm abrabant .cz/ index_en.php

Before or after a visit to the Castle, U Sedm i Svabu  
is another medieval-themed locale which is equally 
worthy of a visit. Seated on a wooden bench 
among skeletons, stuffed ravens and suits of 
armor, you will be served by a fair maiden... and 
you will like what she serves! The place is popular 
even among Czechs for the variety of its traditional 
menu and for its selection of beverages, which 
include their special ?half pale/half dark? beer and 
the popular Radler: a refreshing Sprite and Pilsner 
cocktail.

ht t p:/ /www.7svabu.cz/Pages/Main.aspx
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As you make your way up Petrin, don't miss the chance to 
visit Klast erny Pivovar , where monks from the adjacent 
Strahov Monastery have been brewing for the past 7 
centuries. Seasonal offerings vary, but their 3 classic 
creations - the St. Norbert IPA, the Amber beer, and a rich, 
dark lager based on a Bavarian recipe from the early 1800s 
- are always available. 

ht t p:/ /www.k last erni-pivovar .cz/o_nas
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Prague is famous for its absinthe, the exceedingly strong, 
greenish-blueish spirit that is served on fire (yes, there is that 
much alcohol) and then proceeds to set you aflame. And while 
you can order a glass of it nearly anywhere in town, only the 
Absint her ie lets you choose from the world's largest 
selection. Completing the drink card are a variety of 
sophisticated absinthe-based cocktails and, yes, absinthe 
beer! Na Zdravi! but please... be careful! (or don't say we didn't 
warn you) 

ht t p:/ /www.absint her ie.cz/en

For a  soulful night cap, why not pop in to Redut a, Prague's 
most storied Jazz Club. Over the years, Reduta's stage has 
hosted many a jazz legend, from Wynton Marsalis to Bill 
Clinton, and night after night it continues to display the best in 
jazz and Big Band. This may be a good opportunity to try one 
of the region's other traditional spirits, like Becherovka, 
Slivovice or Tuzemsky rum. And if you're bent on staying loyal 
to beer, here the Pilsner is draughted straight out of a Duke 
Ellington saxophone!  

ht t p:/ /www.redut ajazzclub.cz/ index/ index/ language/en
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All this drinking can leave you exhausted, and there is no better way to 
unwind than a few hours at a spa... At Pivni Lazne Beer  Spa,  in a secluded 
hideaway enveloped by the fragrance of malt, yeast and hops, you can relax 
inside oak barrel hot tubs filled with a beer and water solution. Straw beds, a 
hops sauna, homemade beer bread and unlimited consumption of 
locally-brewed Kusovice beers are some of the features  in this 
once-in-a-lifetime experience that no beer lover should pass on.

ht t p:/ /www.pivnilaznespabeer land.cz

If this wasn't enough, you can Czech out the complete Prague Beer  Guide 
(courtesy of Prague Tourist Office) 
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